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1. When meeting WIth a bride Tor tne TIrst
time, what information are you looking for
and why should brides invest in a wedding
planner? In my initial meeting, I'm looking
for the bride’s personal style, how many
guests she expects, the location she desires,
and her budget. These aspects determine
the tone of the décor, floral design and flow
of the wedding. We bring our expertise gar-
nered from several hundred weddings. Four
very important elements we at Big Events
Wedding contribute are: budget manage-
ment to reduce over-spending, our extensive
working relationships with qualified vendors
who provide quality work at reasonable
prices; effective management of all aspects
of the wedding and reception—our motto is
“No Stress” and we continually hear after the
wedding how stress free the whole experi-
ence was from the bride and her family; and
finally, our philosophy at Big Events Wedding
is to have fun and make the wedding process
enjoyable.

2. Do most brides come to you with a gen-
eral theme or look, or do you have to cre-
ate that for them? Most brides have many
ideas when they come to me. After listening
to them, we create the theme for the wed-
ding together. Our design studio and show-
room allows us to pull together sample linens,
flowers, props, rentals, menu and music for
the bride and groom. Then our staff executes
the theme to make it come to life.

3. When you plan so many weddings each
year, how do you take care of all of the
details? I'm so fortunate to have Denise Sikes
working along with me. We compliment each
other's gifts and talents and have so much fun
working together. We also have Debbie
Cunningham our bookkeeper, and Bayley
Smith our administrative assistant. Malcolm
Greenwood (my husband) who produces cor-
porate events, provides expertise in produc-
tion and contract negotiation with venue sites
and vendors. We have a great team and all
enjoy our work.

4. Is there a particular month or time of
year that is most popular for weddings
these days? Fortunately we're staying busy
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with weddings year round. But May and June
are still the most popular months for wed-
dings. October has become a popular month
because the weather is dry and pleasant and
the fall color tones are so rich.

5. What aspect of the wedding usually gives
the bride the most trouble or confusion?
Usually the planning of the wedding ceremony,
music and the program are the most over-
whelming to a bride. We walk the bride
through the process since many aren‘t familiar
with the music or order of the ceremony. We
arrange meetings between the bride and musi-
cians to hear music so she'll have a better
idea of her ceremony music.

6. Do you find that grooms are more involved
in the planning process these days? Yes,
grooms are much more involved, and we're
delighted to have their input. Menu selection,
signature drinks, a groom's cake and the get-
away car are all great areas for a groom to
contribute. A wedding is a reflection not only
of the bride, but the groom as well. We like to
include the groom in any details he’s interested
in, so the wedding is truly tailored to the couple.

7. Is there truly such a thing as a bridezilla
and how do you handle them? During our
initial meeting with the bride we make sure
it's a good fit for both the bride and our staff.
We build great relationships with the bride
and her family since we work closely with
them for many months and sometimes over a
year. Because the planning process is thor-
ough and time-consuming, it's important to
us that both sides work well together.

8. What is the average cost of a wedding
these days? We've seen the costs for the
"average” wedding in various publications,

but those are based on a national average
and probably don't reflect the local market
here in Nashville. Each wedding we do is dif-
ferent and the budget is completely based
on what the bride and her family want and
can afford. There are so many factors—number
of guests, location, menu, décor and so on—
all are important elements that determine the
final cost of a wedding. Usually the biggest
misconception about weddings people have
is expense. We create the most realistic initial
budget, so families are not misled later about
how much the wedding they desire may cost.
Once we establish the budget and it's
approved, we work very hard to represent our
client's interests and keep everything within
the established budget.

9. Do you see any big trends for 2007 wed-
dings? We're seeing brides use lots of beau-
tiful blues in dresses and flowers. Menus are
becoming more sophisticated and more reflec-
tive of the couple’s personal taste, especially
with the addition of signature drinks. Of course
the couples are always looking for a unique site
for their wedding or reception. We've recently
seen an increase in destination weddings
which we also enjoy planning.

10. | know your son is getting married, how
are you handling separating mom from wed-
ding planner? As a wedding planner, I'm
thrilled planning the rehearsal dinner. But as
the mother of the groom, I'm not planning
the wedding. However the mother of the
bride has asked for advice since the wedding
reception is in the backyard of their home in
Birmingham. I'm just enjoying being the
mother of the groom.
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