BY Mallory Gabard

=5 ON ... him?

f you're a bride, I'm sure you're browsing

these pages looking for new tips and

ideas to make your wedding weekend all
you've ever dreamed. But sorry, honey, this
one's not for you. Your groom needs a chance
to be in the spotlight, and the rehearsal din-
ner just so happens to be his time to shine.

Too often the beauty and emphasis of the
rehearsal dinner is diminished and overshad-
owed by the months of planning the ceremo-
ny and reception and seen merely as another
item to check off the to-do list. The truth is,
however, the rehearsal dinner should be
included as a significant event in the wedding
experience and, if handled properly, can be
just as enjoyable as the reception.

Denise Sikes, wedding designer and coor-
dinator for Big Events Weddings in Brentwood,
says a common mistake that is often the cause
of rehearsal dinner flops is simply the lack of
delegation. This one is the groom’s family's
party, hands down. No arguments. This needs
to be clear from day one of the planning
process to ensure both sides are fully aware of
their responsbilities and thus avoid any sticky
situations.

Inevitably, some brides detest the thought
of allowing someone else, even their future
mother-in-law, take complete planning con-
trol of any aspect of their wedding and have a
really hard time allowing the groom's family to
plan the rehearsal dinner. What if the family
doesn't plan anything? Or worse, what if they
do actually make a valiant effort and the event
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