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YOUR WEDDING? JUST DO IT

elissa and her fiance Eric Roza

lived in San Francisco and faced

planning an epic and expensive
wedding for 300 in Napa Valley. While it
would doubtless have been lovely, the couple
instead chose to wed in a more intimate set-
ting near Melissa’s future in-law’s home in
France. A small wedding for 85 allowed the
guests to get acquainted as they shared local
tours, enjoyed wine tastings, and finally
watched the couple exchange vows. It was
enough to inspire Melissa Roza to leave the
investment banking business and start plan-
ning European destination weddings for oth-
ers. Far from being unusual, destination wed-
dings grow in popularity every year. For a
variety of reasons, couples choose to find a
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special place to celebrate their nuptials far
from home, often surrounded by only closest
friends and family.

Destination weddings allow the couple to
maintain some control over the wedding when
guest lists and expenses could potentially go
over the top and organization threatens to
become so stressful the event ceases to be a
joyful one. Couples planning destination
weddings, according to Roza, “are interested
in having a week or weekend of activities
where family and friends really relax and get
to know one another, versus just having the
Big Day.” Roza specializes in weddings in
Italy and France, helping with everything
including vendors, venue, guest accommo-
dations, group activities, flowers, hair—the

AN EXOTIC LOCATION FOR

works. Regular trips and research over the
past six years keep her abreast of the best
options. Until recently, she was also a resident
of Franklin and she knows Nashville brides well.

When a couple comes to her, they're usu-
ally concerned with what services she pro-
vides. Roza and her clients talk about price
and venue, and she sends them abundant
brochures and pictures to help them choose
a site appropriate to their wedding. Often the
bride and groom travel to check out potential
locations firsthand. It's important, as some
great places don't necessarily make the best
venues for weddings. Roza can advise on
important realities like making sure the mar-
riage legally sticks, recommending a couple
take care of all technical marriage issues in
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