Candlepower

Martha Greenwood and Denise
Sikes of Big Events helped Carrie
Headden Layson plan the ultimate
candlelight ceremony. In fact,
Carrie’s 7:30 p.m. ceremony was
lit only by candlelight. The gazebo
at the Governor’s Club, where the
ceremony was performed, was lit
all over with dozens of white hang-
ing votives.The aisle was hung with
more votives and was completely
covered in white rose petals. In lieu
of conventional bouquets, the brides-
maids carried softly glowing lanterns
decorated with flowers and flowing
ribbons. In other areas, white candles
in iron votives dangled from arrange-
ments of tall willow branches.The
effect was pure magic.

The peaceful aura was enhanced
by a wise use of olive branches.
Olive branches were used in deco-



rations throughout the wedding, and sugared olive
branches gave some natural sparkle to the cake
table. Eucalyptus-colored linens coordinated with
the soft green of the olive leaves and enhanced
the natural theme.The carpet of white roses on
the aisle was echoed by cream roses in the center-
pieces.

Carrie and her groom, Brian Layson, did use
some electric lighting at the tented reception.
Martha and Denise kept the midsummer, garden-
at-night aura alive by stringing Italian lighting
across the yard and inside the dinner tent.“Even in
the tent,” says Denise, “we used loads of candles”
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